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A new species, Ophiopogon vietnamensis N.Tanaka, is described from northern 
Vietnam. This species is characterized especially by its coriaceous wide leaves and long 
pedicels articulated in the lower part. A new form, Ophiopogon longifolius Decne. f. 
albostriatus N.Tanaka, is described. This form is characterized by its white-striate leaves, 
and often cultivated in southern Asia. (Continued from J. Jpn. Bot. 75: 191-212, 2000) 
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(15) A new species from northern 
Vietnam 

Ophiopogon vietnamensis N.Tanaka, sp. 
nov. [Figs. 1-3] 

Ophiopogon latifolius auct. non L.Rodr. 
[Bull. Soc. Bot. Fr. 75: 998 (1928)]: 
T.Koyama in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 71: 304 
(1958), i latifolium\ 

Quoad flores ad Ophiopogonem chingii 
F.T.Wang & Ts.Tang (cf. Tanaka 2000) 
accedit (flores eorum inter se similes 
praecipue ovario apice convexiusculo), sed 
ab eo pedicellis longioribus (pedicelli speciei 
novae ad 20.5 mm longi; ei O. chingii ad 13 
mm longi), foliis coriaceis majoribusque 
(folia speciei novae ad 52.4 cm longa, ad 2.7 
cm lata; ea O. chingii ad 28 cm longa, ad 2.1 
cm lata) differt. Etiam habitu similis 
Ophiopogoni platyphyllo Merr. & Chun (cf. 
Tanaka 2000) et O. latifolio L.Rodr. (cf. 
Tanaka 2000), sed a priore ovario convexius¬ 
culo (ovarium Ophiopogonis platyphylli 
concavum vel concaviusculum), antheris 
leviter brevioribus (antherae speciei novae 
2.5-2.8 mm longae; eae O. platyphylli ultra 


3.3 mm longae), pedicellis longioribus 
(pedicelli speciei novae ad 20.5 mm longi; ei 
O. platyphylli ad 9.5 mm longi), atque a 
posteriore ovario convexiusculo (ovarium O. 
latifolii apice planum), pedicellis infeme 
articulatis (pedicelli O. latifolii prope apicem 
articulati) distinguitur. 

Herba glabra perennis. Caulis rhizomati- 
formis, ad plus quam 7.5 cm longus, ad ca. 8 
mm diametro, radices fulcrantes lignosas 
crassas ad 3.5 mm diametro emittens. Folia 
ad apicem caulis fasciculata, late linearia vel 
anguste oblanceolata, apice breviter acuta 
(ad summum obtusa), basin versus gradatim 
angusta, basi cum alis scariosis et non- 
rugulosis, ad 52.4 cm longa, ad 2.7 cm lata, 
coriacea, margine apice minute serrulata, 
15-24 nervis parallelis longitudinalibus. 
Scapus complanatus, ad 28 cm longus, 
declinatus. Inflorescentia racemosa, 11-15 
cm longa. Flores 1-4 in quaque axilla 
bractearum, secundi. Bracteae lanceolatae, 
margine scariosae, apice minute serrulatae, 
ad 18 mm longae. Pedicelli ad 20.5 mm 
longi, infeme articulati. Perianthii segmenta 
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Ophiopogon vietnamensis (N Vietnam, B. Hayata s.n., TI). 


6, ovato-lanceolata vel oblonga, supeme 
paulo recurvata, 4.8-5.1 longa, 1.7-2 mm 
lata. Stamina 6. Antherae lanceolatae, basi 
cordatae, introrsae, 2.5-2.8 mm longae. 


liberatae. Filamenta brevia, basin versus 
dilatata, ad 0.5 mm longa, crassa. Pistillum 
1, 5.2 mm longum. Stylus subulatus, 
trigonus, 4-4.5 mm longus, basi (vel 
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Fig. 2. Close-ups of a part of the inflorescence of Ophiopogon vietnamensis (N 
Vietnam, Hayata s.n., TI). A. Flowering stage (holotype). B. Bud stage (paratype). 
Scale bars = 1 cm. 



Fig. 3. Diagrammatic sketch of flower of 
Ophiopogon vietnamensis (lateral view). 
Base of style (or apex of ovary) slightly 
inflated. 


summum ovarii) inflatus. Ovarium inferius, 
apice (vel imum styli) convexiusculum. 

Specimens: Vietnam. Tonkin, Tamdao, Juillet 28, 
1917 (fl. pale purple or cream), B. Hayata, s. n. 
(holotype, isotype, TI); ibid., Juillet 29, 1917, fl. 
nearly white, pedicels purple, B. Hayata, s. n. 
(paratype, TI). 

Distribution: N Vietnam. 

This new species (Figs. 1-3) is character¬ 
ized especially by the coriaceous wide leaves 
and the long pedicels jointed in the lower 
part. 

(16) A form with white-striate leaves of 
Ophiopogon longifolius 

In my previous paper (Tanaka 1998) it 
was reported that Ophiopogon longifolius 
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Fig. 4. Holotype of Ophiopogon longifolius f. albostriatus (S Vietnam, S.H.Vu-Van- 
Cuong 540, P). 


has a form with white-striate leaves. As re¬ 
ported there, this form is often cultivated in 


gardens of southern Asia. It seems appropri¬ 
ate to give it a name. 
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Ophiopogon longifolius Decne., FI. des 
Serres 18: 182 (1867). 
f. albostriatus N.Tanaka, f. nov. [Fig. 4] 
? Ophiopogon intermedius D.Don cv. 
Argenteo-marginatus in Hats. & T. Amano, 
FI. Ryukyus 199 (1977); 2nd ed. 305 (1994). 

O. longifolius Decne., N.Tanaka in J. Jpn. 
Bot. 73: 310 (1998), p.p., quoad fig. 8, 9, et 
specim. ex Japonia et Vu-Van-Cuong 540 

(P). 

Folia albostriata, cetera ut in typo. 
Specimens: Vietnam. Cultive a Dalat, Aug. 22, 
1967. fl., S.H.Vu-Van-Cuong 540 (holotype, P); 
Indonesia. Lesser Sunda Islands, Flores Isl., Ruteng, 
alt. 1150 m, March 14, 1980, fl., J.A.J.Verheijen 4832 
(paratype, L); china. Hong Kong, Chinese University 
Campus, Jul. 12, 1992, fl., Hu & But 20958 (paratype, 
A); Japan. Ryukyu Islands, Okinawa Isl., Kunigami- 
gun, Onna-son, Moon beach, cultivated, Jul. 29, 1990, 
N. Tanaka s.n., transplanted at Teikyo University, Aug. 
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12, 1990, fl.; ibid.. Sept. 1991, fl.; ibid., Sept. 6, 1991, 
fl.; ibid., Sept. 22, 1991, fl.; ibid., Aug. 24, 1996, fl. 
(scapes only) (paratypes. Herb. Teikyo Univ.). 

Distribution: Vietnam, S China, SW Japan 
(Okinawa Isl.) and S Indonesia (Flores Isl.). 

In the first three countries this form is cul¬ 
tivated (Tanaka 1998). I am not certain 
whether the specimen from Flores Isl., 
Indonesia (Verheijen 4832, L), is from a cul¬ 
tivated source or not. 

I am most grateful to the curators of the 
following herbaria for access to their mate¬ 
rial, A, L, P and TI. 
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